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Board Recognition 
The Board recognized Dodge Elementary Art 
Teacher Thom Knab who has been selected 
as the 2018 New York State Art Educator of 
the Year. Mr. Knab is pictured left with Board 
President Shawn Lemay, Dodge Principal 
Charles Smilinich, and Superintendent Scott 
Martzloff. Cristina D’Angelo, Gr. 7 Science 
Teacher at Transit Middle, was recognized 
for being selected to the New York State 
Master Teacher Program. Ms. D’Angelo, who 
is shown addressing the Board about her 
participation in the state’s elite teaching 
corps, is the eighth WCSD teacher selected 
for the Master Teacher Program, which 
emphasizes STEM education. 

 
Board Acknowledgements: Member Suzanne Van Sice congratulated the three high schools on their recent homecoming ceremonies, 
and acknowledged the hard work of the Facility and Grounds staff at each school for their excellent work prepping and maintaining the 
buildings. She also congratulated North High on its 50th Anniversary celebration, while Mr. Lemay congratulated Country Parkway 
Elementary on its Golden Jubilee. 
 
Public Expression  
Dr. David Ribakove, President of the Williamsville Music Boosters and parent of student musicians, spoke in support of the 2018 Music 
Space Capital Project. He compared “right-sizing” the music space at the three high schools to the recently completed athletic field 
improvement project saying the proposed expansion and renovation of music education space “represents our playing field”. He 
personally thanked the administration, music faculty, and the Board for developing a comprehensive improvement project that results in 
no tax increase, and encouraged the public to support the project. A parent asked the Board to “seriously consider” later start times for 
the high schools, specifically, starting no earlier than 8:30 a.m. She cited several scientific studies that address how sleep deprivation 
negatively affects teenagers.  

Items of Business & Discussion 
• Under the President’s Report, Mr. Lemay reported on recent regional and state meetings Board members attended including the Erie 

County Association of School Boards’ Leadership Dinner, the ECASB Legislative Round Table, and the NYS Board Officers’ Academy. 
The NYSSBA (New York State School Board Association) Annual Convention is Oct. 25-27 in New York, with Mr. Lemay serving as 
Williamsville’s voting delegate at the convention and Mr. Mecca as alternate delegate. Also attending the convention are Mrs. Bieger, 
Mrs. Leatherbarrow, Mr. Meyer, and Mrs. Van Sice.  
 The Board will hold a Community Forum on Saturday, Nov. 17, 9 a.m. to noon at Williamsville South High School, in the cafeteria. 

Mr. Lemay encouraged all district stakeholders to attend the forum and participate in discussions about issues affecting our 
schools. 

• Under the Superintendent’s Community Update, Dr. Martzloff reported on his recent attendance to the Teachers College Readers & 
Writers Project at Columbus University, and stated that he will be attending the upcoming NYSSBA Convention.  

• Two new assistant principals for Williamsville North HS were appointed by the Board and introduced by North Principal Andre 
Thomas. Tiffany Fanning is currently an ENL teacher at Buffalo PS #45. She previously taught Literacy and ESL at Tapestry Charter 
School, and Social Studies at Niagara Catholic HS. Ms. Fanning served as an administrative intern for the WCSD Summer School 
Program and completed an administrative internship at Buffalo’s Lafayette High School. Timothy Flanagan is currently assistant 
principal at Lake Shore Senior High, and previously taught English in North Collins, Canandaigua, and Ellicottville schools. The new 
administrators join the North High team November 26. 

• Overview of 2017-18 Academic Performance: Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Dr. Marie Balen, provided a detailed overview 
of 2017-18 academic performance including state assessment and Regents results. She outlined continued efforts focusing on 
meeting the needs of all learners with a variety of supports in place to prepare every student for success in school and in life post 
high school. She also reviewed a sampling of student learning experiences, which include implementing the Readers & Writers 



Workshop; further integrating technology, creating makerspaces, developing and utilizing curriculum mapping, hosting visiting 
authors and poets; and connecting across the world (e.g. Global Read Aloud).  
Following the presentation, Board members asked about the elementary assessment data; the dual credit and college credit 
opportunities for high school students; and discrepancies among the three high schools on Regents Physics scores as well as the 
percent of graduates earning a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation/Honors. Dr. Balen explained that conversations were 
ongoing with high school principals and teachers about what changes may be needed to support individual student achievement. 
Board members commented on the importance of the information shared. 

• 2018 Music Space Capital Project: Dr. Martzloff and Assistant Superintendent for Finance and Management Services, Thomas 
Maturski, presented a detailed overview of the proposed $36.6 million capital project that would expand and update the district’s 
music space in the three high schools and the four middle schools. The scope of the project includes new additions at each high school 
to house the music departments, as well as extensive renovations to existing music space including classrooms and auditoriums. 
According to Mr. Maturski, the financial plan for the project includes the use of voter-approved capital reserve funds, budgetary 
allocations, and debt financing. The project would be accomplished with no increase to the tax levy. It also qualifies for New York 
State building aid and would bring state tax dollars into the local community to improve our schools.   
Following the presentation, Board members expressed strong support for the project and unanimously adopted a resolution calling 
for a special public vote on Thursday, Dec. 13. Voters will be asked to authorize the necessary financing for the project, including a 
bond issuance of $22.4 million and the use of existing capital reserve funds to support the project.  
Detailed information about the 2018 Music Space Capital Project, including the presentation video and Board discussion, is available 
online at www.williamsvillek12.org/musicproject.  

• In other business, the Board: 
 Adopted two new policies: #7135-Education Of Students In Foster Care, and #7522-Head Injury (MTBL)/Concussion Management; 
 Approved the annual audit for the fiscal school year ending June 30, 2018, as presented by Mr. Luke Malecki, partner in the firm 

of Drescher & Malecki, LLP, independent auditors.   
 Adopted the 2019-2020 Budget Development Calendar as presented. 

• The Board accepted the following resignations for retirement purposes: Robert Howard, a Bus Driver, after nine years, one month of 
service, effective October 31, 2018; and Cynthia Korn, a PT Teacher Aide North High School, after 30 years, nine months of service, 
effective October 19, 2018.  

• The Board accepted the following donation on behalf of the school district: $5,000 from the Williamsville Rotary Foundation, Inc. to 
Dodge Elementary School to install a new Sport Court and two buddy benches.  

Public Expression (No Speakers) 

This Board of Education meeting will be televised on Spectrum/LCTV Ch. 1302 Saturday, October 27 at 7 p.m. and Sunday, October 28 at 1 p.m. Also, 
the meeting video is available for viewing anytime at www.williamsvillek12.org and on YouTube @ Williamsville Central School District. 

UPCOMING MEETINGS (District Office Boardroom): 
November 13, 2018, 7 p.m. 
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